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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



\. A structured document preparation method for 
preparing a structured document in accordance with a 
predetermined document type definition, comprising the 
stepsXof: 

osescribing, into the document type definition, a 
pluralitysof element declarations which respectively define 
a plurality of different logical structures and also a 
plurality osf entity declarations which respectively 
designate the\defined different logical structures; 

validating^ one of the described entity declarations 
to validate a cor\esponding one of the described element 
declarations; and \ 

preparing a stVuctured document in said one logical 
structure that is defiried by said corresponding validated 
element declaration. \ 

2. A structured document preparation method as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein\for each of the plurality of 
entity declarations, controlv information indicating 
whether the entity declarations, is valid or invalid is 
additionally described. \ 



3. A structured document preparation 
claimed in claim 1, wherein the plursality 
logical structures include a logical structure 



method as 
of different 
form layout 
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4 \nd a table form layout. 

1 4. \^ A structured document preparation method as 

2 claimesd in claim 2, wherein the plurality of different 

3 logical Vtructures include a logical structure form layout 

4 and a tabSle form layout. 

1 5. A structured document preparation method as 

2 claimed in clairn 1, wherein the structured document is a 

3 Standard GenerVlized Markup Language document and the 

4 document type detfinition is a Document Type Definition 

5 which defines a document structure of the Standard 

6 Generalized Markup Y^anguage. 

1 6. A structured document preparation method as 

2 claimed in claim 2, wherein the structured document is a 

3 Standard Generalized MarkVp Language document and the 

4 document type definition is V Document Type Definition 

5 which defines a document structure of the Standard 

6 Generalized Markup Language. \ 

1 7. A structured document prevparation method as 

2 claimed in claim 3, wherein the structured document is a 

3 Standard Generalized Markup Language\document and the 

4 document type definition is a Documen^sType Definition 

5 which defines a document structure of\the Standard 

6 Generalized Markup Language. 
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1 sX A structured document preparation method as 

2 cla\med in claim 4, wherein the structured document is a 

3 StaiMard Generalized Markup Language document and the 

4 document type definition is a Document Type Definition 

5 which Vefines a document structure of the Standard 

6 GeneraliWd Markup Language. 

1 9. A computer-readable recording medium on which a 

2 structured document prepared in accordance with a 

3 predetermined document type definition is recorded; 

4 the structured document being recorded in a data 

5 file formed on said recording medium; 

6 the data filk at least having a region in which the 

7 document type defmition is recorded and another region 

8 in which contents oi\the document are recorded; 

9 a plurality oS element declarations which 

10 respectively define a\ plurality of different logical 

11 structures and a plurality of entity declarations which 

12 respectively designate me defined different logical 

13 structures being describedXin the region in which the 

14 document type definition is recorded; 

15 for each of the plurality of entity declarations, 

16 information which indicatess. whether the entity 

17 declaration is valid or invalid being additionally 

18 described. \ 
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1 10. \ A computer-readable recording medium as claimed 

2 in clVim 9, wherein the plurality of different logical 

3 structxisres include a logical structure form layout and a 

4 table forin layout. 

1 11. A conrputer-readable recording medium as claimed 

2 in claim 9, wlvterein the structured document is a Standard 

3 Generalized M^arkup Language document and the 

4 document type crefinition is a Document Type Definition 

5 which defines a \document structure of the Standard 

6 Generalized Markup^^ Language. 

1 12. A computer-reaa\able recording medium as claimed 

2 in claim 10, whereinXthe structured document is a 

3 Standard Generalized Markup Language document and the 

4 document type definition Iss a Document Type Definition 

5 which defines a document^ structure of the Standard 

6 Generalized Markup Languages. 
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